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Assessment Answers Three 
Important Questions

• What happens in the classroom?

• What should a student know, or be able to do, when 
they graduate from the program?

• How effective is the program?



What happens in the classroom?



Assessment of Student Learning
A collaborative, intentional, and iterative process of gathering, analyzing, and acting upon 

information to improve student learning. 

Syllabus
ART 2020

What students will 
learn in the class
(Course Objectives)

Program Learning 
Outcomes
(PLOs)

Goals for Student 
Success

How the skills will be 
measured
(Assessment)

Students will 
identify 5 time 
periods of art 
history.

Students will 
demonstrate an 
understanding of 
the history of art.

Retrieve and 
Evaluate 
Information

End of 
Semester 
Survey



What should a student know, or be 
able to do, when they graduate 

from the program?



Annual Program Assessment 
Artifacts, measurements, and findings collected at the course level that inform or measure the 

efficacy of program learning outcomes. Findings are reported and evaluated annually. 

Visual Arts
Program Learning Outcomes

Measurements (Assessments)

Students will develop technical competence in 
manipulating artistic mediums.

• Assessment and projects within ART 1005

Students will understand the visual elements 
and principles of design.

• ART 1110 Abstract Compositions Puzzles 
Assignment

• ART 1130 Abstract Compositions Puzzles 
Assignment

Students will demonstrate an understanding of 
the history of art. 

• ART 2020 End of Semester Survey



How effective is the program?



Program Review 
A process that evaluates the status, effectiveness, and progress of academic programs and helps 

identify the future direction, needs, and priorities of those programs. Governed by policy and 
conducted every 5 or 7 years.

Program Review Sections

Program Purpose

Curriculum

Faculty

Continuous Improvement

Evidence

Planning for the Future

Strengths and Limitations

Resource Adequacy

Organizational Impact



Program Review Example



Asked and Answered

Question:
What happens in 
the classroom?

Answer:
Assessment of 

Student Learning

Question:
What should a 

student know, or be 
able to do, when 

they graduate from 
the program?

Answer:
Annual Program 

Assessment

Question:
How effective is the 

program?

Answer:
Program Review



Use of Results



Analyze the Findings

• What do we know about the student as the result of 
our assessment efforts?

• What did student do to demonstrate learning?
• What assessment measures did we use?
• What results did we find?
• What are we going to do about it?
• What happened after we worked to improve?



Data for Improving

What will you change based on your findings?

Adjust aspects of
• Teaching
• Curriculum
• Policies & Procedures
• Resources & Support



Use of Results

Four Categories
Teaching Curriculum

Policies & Procedures Resources & Support

• Required Courses
• Number of Credits
• Prerequisite Courses
• Assignments
• Feedback
• Elective Options
• Course Sequencing
• Course Modules

• Modality of Courses
• Course Offering Frequency
• Enrollment Caps
• Admission Criteria
• Performance Thresholds
• Staffing

• Co-Curricular Events, Activities, 
Workshops

• Tutoring
• Mentoring
• Flipped Classroom
• Supplemental Instruction, 

Supplemental Resources
• Advising
• Early Warning

• Faculty student interaction
• Active Learning
• Cooperative Learning
• Prompt Feedback
• Time on Task
• High Expectations
• Respect for Diverse Talents and Ways 

of Learning



Reporting Results

Consider the audience
• Program Faculty
• Students
• Administration
• Advisory Councils
• Employers
• Potential Students/Parents
• SPOL!!! (video available)





Assessment of Student Learning
IMPROVED!

A collaborative, intentional, and iterative process of gathering, analyzing, and acting upon 
information to improve student learning. 

Syllabus
ART 2020

What students will 
learn in the class
(Course Objectives)

Program Learning 
Outcomes
(PLOs)

Goals for Student 
Success

How the skills will be 
measured
(Assessment)

Students will 
identify 5 time 
periods of art 
history.

Students will 
demonstrate an 
understanding 
of the history of 
art.

Retrieve and 
Evaluate 
Information

• End of 
Semester 
Survey

• Final Exam 
Question



Annual Program Assessment 
IMPROVED!

Artifacts, measurements, and findings collected at the course level that inform or measure the 
efficacy of program learning outcomes. Findings are reported and evaluated annually. 

Visual Arts
Program Learning Outcomes

Measurements (Assessments)

Students will develop technical competence in 
manipulating artistic mediums.

• Assessment and projects within ART 1005

Students will understand the visual elements 
and principles of design.

• ART 1110 Abstract Compositions Puzzles 
Assignment

• ART 1130 Abstract Compositions Puzzles 
Assignment

Students will demonstrate an understanding of 
the history of art. 

• ART 2020 End of Semester Survey
• ART 2010 Embedded Final Exam Question
• ART 2020 Embedded Final Exam Question
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